Monday, December 29, 2003
Ecclesiastes 3:1 - 4:16
In the beginning of today’s reading the king acknowledges that God has indeed placed everything in order according to His good will, but the king finds little comfort in that because for mankind everything is still a mystery.

In Ecclesiastes 3:18-21, the king’s point is not that man is only an animal in the sight of God. It is that man must acknowledge that there is no obvious superiority in the position of man. Both he and the animals die. Neither has an advantage in their ability to change the world by their individual efforts.  Neither can see beyond their own life and time. This adds support to the previous verses in which the king emphasizes the importance of God in the life of man.
In chapter 4 the writer grieves a life where the poor are not comforted, much the same as today.  His words about those living, those dead, and those not born are somewhat strange to us, but his understanding of the afterlife was limited. God had not yet fully revealed the reality of heaven and hell to His people.
Chapter 4, verse 4 reflects a pretty poor view of why people toil, but it may be a reminder to us that while a democratic, capitalistic, form of culture is more successful than any other, we should always be aware that giving of ourselves and our resources for the good of all is a more important reason for toil than merely “keeping up with the Joneses”.  The king follows with examples that show how much more value is gained by sharing the burden as well as the wealth.
Chapters 3 and 4 certainly bring more hope than 1 and 2, but the author still closes with “This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” (NIV)[image: image1.png]



